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● This product will be updated November 2, 2023 or sooner if conditions change considerably.  
● Please see all currently available products at https://drought.gov/drought-information-statements
● Please visit https://www.weather.gov/mkx/DroughtInformationStatement for previous statements. 
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Wisconsin Drought Update                             

● Drought conditions 
improved 1 to 2 categories 
across parts of southern 
Wisconsin.

● Severe drought continues in 
Sauk, Marquette, and 
western Columbia county.

● Conditions are rated as 
Abnormally Dry to No 
Drought across southeast 
and much of south-central 
Wisconsin.

1 Week Drought Condition 
Class Change
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Precipitation

● Rainfall over the past week was 1.5 to 3 inches across southern Wisconsin, which is 3 to 4 times the weekly average. 
● Areas north and west of Madison received less than far southern and southeast Wisconsin. These areas have deficits of 2 to 4 inches 

over the past 2 months (center) and 3 to 6 inches over the past 4 months (right), which is why Severe Drought continues in that area.
● Precipitation anomalies are positive across southeast Wisconsin over the past 2 to 4 months (center and right) and as a result, drought 

conditions improved. Deficits up to 3 inches remain for the calendar year (not shown).
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Past 30 Days Total Precipitation Past 2 Months Precipitation Anomaly Past 4 Months Precipitation Anomaly
Images courtesy of High Plains Regional Climate Center
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Current Conditions

28 Day Streamflow● Streamflows are in the 25-75th 
percentile for most of southern 
Wisconsin, which has 
increased slightly over the 
past week. Values are in the 
76-90th percentile in far 
southeast Wisconsin.

● Soil moisture is in the 10-70th 
percent range in southern 
Wisconsin, with the lowest 
values in southwest 
Wisconsin.

● Soil moisture is in the 70-80th 
percentile in southeast 
Wisconsin. This is the first 
time values are positive since 
May.
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Summary of Impacts

Hydrologic Impacts 
● Streamflows are near average for most of southern Wisconsin

Agricultural Impacts
● Due to more demand and poor growing conditions, hay prices have rose dramatically this summer and 

fall. There are some reports of some producers selling livestock due to a lack of water and having to 
feed hay. USDA Crop Conditions Report.

Fire Hazard Impacts
● DNR Fire Danger is rated as low

Mitigation Actions
● A drought task force has been activated in Wisconsin.
● Please refer to your municipality and/or water provider for mitigation information

Links: See/submit Condition Monitoring Observer Reports (CMOR) and view the Drought Impacts Reporter

Required

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Wisconsin/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/index.php
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/WaterUse/DroughtStatus.html
https://droughtimpacts.unl.edu/Tools/ConditionMonitoringObservations.aspx
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/46afe627bb60422f85944d70069c09cf
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7 Day Precipitation Forecast 
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rain over the next few days.

● Additional precipitation is 
possible for the middle to end of 
next week. There is uncertainty 
with precipitation amounts this far 
out but southern Wisconsin could 
see 0.5 to 1 inches.

https://www.drought.gov/data-maps-tools/quantitative-precipitation-forecast-qpf
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Week 2 Outlook R
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average precipitation.

Images from the Climate Prediction Center
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Extended Nov-Dec-Jan Outlook R
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average precipitation, meaning there is no strong signal one way or another for wetter or drier than average precipitation.

Images from the Climate Prediction Center
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Image Caption:  Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook

 Drought Outlook
The latest monthly and seasonal outlooks can be found on the CPC homepage

● Drought is expected to 
persist through the fall / early 
winter

● Several more rounds of rain 
are needed to improve 
drought conditions, in areas 
still in drought in southern 
Wisconsin

Links to the latest:
Climate Prediction Center Monthly Drought Outlook 
Climate Prediction Center Seasonal Drought Outlook 
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php

